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Across the ruined landscape that is America - hopelessly poisoned, plague-ridden, burned, and

besieged by demon armies bent on exterminating all mortal life - two pilgrims have been summoned

to serve the embattled cause of good. Logan Tom has journeyed to desolate Seattle to protect a

ragged band of street urchins and the being known as the gypsy morph, who is both mortal and

magical, and destined to save mankind unless he is destroyed. Likewise, Angel Perez has her own

quest, one that will take her from the wreckage of Los Angeles to a distant, secret place untouched

by the horrors of the nationwide blight - a place where the race of Elves has dwelled since before

man existed. But close behind these lone Knights of the Word swarm the ravening forces of the

Void. As the menacing thunder of war drums heralds the arrival of the demons and their brutal

minions in Seattle, the young survivors who call themselves the Ghosts are forced to brave the

dangerous world of gangs, mutants, and worse to escape the invasion. And Logan Tom must

infiltrate a refugee compound to rescue Hawk, the leader of the street urchins, who has yet to learn

the truth about who and what he is. Meanwhile, Angel Perez has joined an equally urgent mission:

to find the Ellcrys, a fabled talisman crucial to protecting the Elven realm against an influx of

unspeakable evil from the dread dimension known as the Forbidding. But Angel and her Elven allies

must beware - for a demon spy, with a monstrous creature at its command, walks among them. As

the legions of darkness draw the noose tighter, and the time of confrontation draws near, those

chosen to defend the soul of the world must draw their battle lines and prepare to fight with, and for,

their lives. If they fail, humanity falls.
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So many middle books lag -- just look at A FEAST FOR CROWS by George RR Martin -- but this

one doesn't! It goes somewhere with likable characters that develop with each page turned.The

Elves of Cintra takes the characters from Armageddon's Children -- characters who are wholly

unique -- and pushes them along toward the inevitable conclusion to come in the third and final

book of the series. But unlike some author's middle books, this book has a climax all its own for

most of its characters. No cliffhangers here, folks! I was satisfied with how the story unfolded and

finished up.The characters are fantastic and despite what one of the other reviewers said are new

and invigorating. There has been no character like Angel Perez in Terry Brooks's other stories -- a

hispanic woman who speaks in her native tongue sometimes and has been given great power.

Angel must overcome her own doubts, doubts that have plagued her since the beginning in this

deteriorated world, and she grows over this middle volume to a great final confrontation with

evil.Logan Tom is another example of a new character for Terry Brooks. He is no John Ross, no

Allanon, no Balinor. He is a man destroyed from losing his family and conflicted with the new family

he has been given despite not being able to follow the command of the Word. Revenge drives him.

This is unlike anything Brooks has tackled before and allows him to talk about responsibility in dark

times -- times much like we are living in now.Then you have the street kids, the Ghosts. All of them

are unique, all of them have never been in a Shannara book or Word/Void book.

Following in the footsteps of Armageddon's Children, the first book in the Genesis of Shannara

series, The Elves of Cintra (2007) seamlessly advances the major plotlines from before, and brings

about new truths, excitement and character history to an already great story.In the previous book,

the reader is left with a literal cliff-hanger. Logan Tom has found Hawk, the leader of the Ghosts and

also the powerful gypsy morph, only to realize that Hawk is to be executed by being tossed from a

compound's high-level wall. Just as Logan gained entry to the complex, Hawk and Tessa were

being tossed to their death from high above.Logan Tom realizes this too late, but during a frenzy at

the compound he learns that when Hawk and Tessa are thrown from the compound wall, a great

burst of light emerged, whisking them away into nothingness. After learning of this, Logan Tom

seeks to regroup with the Ghosts sans-Hawk, and protect them/travel with them towards a safer

destination. While doing so, he looks upon the harbor and realizes that hundres, if not thousands of

ships approach to take on the compound. He knows that the ships carry once-men and demons,



and it's time to leave.Meanwhile, Panther flees the compound without Logan Tom, seeking to

reunite with the rest of the Ghosts. He meets up with Sparrow at Pioneer Square only to be

swarmed by croaks, feeders, and all sorts of other madness. It appears that the oncoming attack at

the compound has all in the area in complete chaos. They finally escape to meet up with Logan

Tom and the rest of the Ghosts.Later, the Ghosts and Logan Tom encounter incredible battles,

death, freaks, a long lost Knight of the Word, and a group of mutant kids.
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